medical literature. Our aim will be (so far as the space can be spared for the purpose in this journal) to supply the deficiency, by selecting from other periodical publications all cases of importance or interest in a medico-legal point of view.
We shall necessarily be restricted to brief abstracts of extended essays. It is hoped, however, that our quarterly record may supply the material for occasional retrospective reports, to mark the advance of this branch of medical science.* Detection of Blood, and Blood-stains in Medico-legal Investigations. By Prof. Hose, of Berlin.f?The recognition of blood-stains when unmixed with other substances, or in sufficient quantity, is not difficult. The case, however, is different when the quantity is small and the blood is mixed with the fibres or tissue of clothes, &c., as in an instance mentioned by Prof. Pose, wherein the specks of blood could oidy be detected on a cloth coat by means of a lens and a strong light.
The greatest care was required in their removal, whereby also the quantity was diminished, and they were intermingled with fibres of cloth. The traces thus obtained were maccrated in a few drops of cold water, till the solution was of a reddish colour, it was then poured oft the fibres of the cloth. The solution was then boiled, a coagulum formed, which on being treated by heat and caustic potash, presented a greenish solution presenting the phenomena of polarization, being of a green colour to transmitted, and red to incident light. Chlorine water produced white floeculi. Dilute nitric acid and tincture of gall have a feeble violet colour.
The discrimination of dried blood-spots from rust-spots on the surface of metallic iron is often still more difficult. Prof. Rose quotes the observations of Vauquelin and others, that iron-rust contains ammonia, applying this test in the case of ironrust by comparison with the peculiar empyreumatic odour caused by burning blood. The presence of blood with the rust is further detected by the addition of muriatic acid, and the production of Prussian blue.
When blood is spilt on a polished steel surface, it dries, and is readily washed off again without leaving any mark on the surface; rust, on the contrary, cannot be removed without leaving a stain. A knife was submitted to examination by Pose 1st. That in death from the inhalation of chloroform, the respiratory movements cease before the cardiac.
2nd. That the heart continues its action, uninfluenced by the chloroform, for a period longer or shorter after the cessation of respiration, and that its then failing may be considered as a natural conscquence of the respiration having ceased, and as independent of the influence of chloroform.
3rd. That if, after the respiration has ceascd, and while the heart is still in action, chloroform continues to be absorbed into the system, its movements become impaired or cease, the chloroform in such case acting directly upon the heart. 4th. the skiu of the face, neck, and chest, was greatly congested, the eyes suffused, the pupils slightly contracted, the pulse hard and excited. A few minutes after admission a tetanic paroxysm came 011 suddenly, the man was thrown into a state of opisthotonos, all his muscles became rigid, and respiration was for a time suspended. The fit lasted about half a minute, when the muscles became relaxed, and he was again able to answer questions. He had had several of these fits before admission. The first occurred about ten minutes after he had swallowed the poison. They gradually decreased in severity; altogether he had five. On the following day crampy pain in his limbs were complained of. Emetics were given without effect. The stomach-pump was used, and removed some greyish powder. Aperient aud saline medicine was given. On the second day he was discharged well.
The exact quantity taken could not be ascertained. Enough, however, evidently was swallowed to producc serious symptoms. Dr Notice.?On account of the demand on our space, the 'Therapeutical Record' is omitted: it will be inserted in our next number, with the ltecord for that quarter.
